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was the Chevalier's reply, also of September 25 ; < Are not those
you propose, Monsieur le Dnc, of this kind ? . . . application to "he
made to the King for a gratuity in my behalf, but ivhich is to 'he
for the benefit of another man's pocket I I could not conscien-
tiously agree to such an expedient, unless I were furnished with
a duly legalised receipt; for I am a man of order, and think ifc
preferable to leave open the gap made by my dinners rather than
to stop it up with such a plug. ... I will never consent to the
King being asked for a gratuity in my name for the benefit of
another. , . .'

So far as the Chevalier was personally concerned*
he felt that all he had to reproach in the Duke de
Nivernois was the Italian shrewdness of his great-uncle the
Cardinal Mazarin, and the extreme weakness and tender-
ness of his poor nerves and understanding. He thought
the duke must have been endowed to a marvellous
extent with a natural fund of honesty, for it was a
wonderful fact that, although he had been the friend of
three illustrious rascals during the past thirty years,
the purity of his soul had never become contaminated
by so long and so close a friendship, by so foul and
unnatural an alliance. The astounding virtue of the
amiable duke reminded him of that of St. Ives. Sanctum
Ivo erat advocatus et non latro. 0 res miranda Il

One other mortification, the climax to the perse-
cution he was undergoing, the Chevalier wan about,
to endure, and when we shall have become acquainted
with it, there will no longer be room for surprise at the
bold and unflinching attitude he had been assuming,
and at the factious .spirit in which he had been address-
ing, bis superiors.

When the Chevalier's credentials as Resident reached
England, de Mvernois, perceiving   that   Ids
mission was to end with the appearance of a new
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